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Some Practice in English Transcription

These words are for practice in transcribing English—in particular, English as spoken by
me, using the transcription style taught in class. Thistranscription style is essentially the one in
Ladefoged, leaving out the redundant colons. The sound files are posted on the Web at
http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/people/hayes/103/EnglishTranscriptionPractice/.

Print out a copy of this script, if you just downloaded it. Cover up the right side of the script
with another piece of paper, transcribe on your own, then compare with the answer given here.
Some of the forms given are real words, some are real phrases, and some are nonsense words.

Some of the transcriptions are are meant to be somewhat difficult, probably more difficult
than | would put on atest ...

In transcriptions, it is generally acceptable to

Use “barred i” [] instead of [o]

In the ending spelled -ic, use [9], [#], or [1]

Leave out the stress mark on monosyllables

Omit marks for secondary stress ([, ]).

Transcribe diphthongs in the more accurate “two vowel” style: [er, ou, ai, o1, av] instead
of [g, ow, &, o], aw].

1. crookedness ['kiukoadnos] (not [...nes]!)
2. Ledie(first way) ['ledi]
3. Ledlie (second way) ['lezli]
4. macular ['maekjoala]
5. Seattle [si'er]] or [si'aaral]
6. ldaho ['ajdo,how] or ['ajre,hou]
7. clairvoyant [kler'vojant] or [kler'vajant]
8. strengths ['stienOs]
9. indentation [, Inden'tejfon]
10. compensation [ kampan'sgj fan]
11. enemy ['enomi]
12. rot ['1at]
13. wrought ['10t]
14. terrific (1st version) [ta'1f1K] or [to'11f1K]
15. terrific (2nd version) [to'xrfik]
16. texture ['tekstfa]

17. annua ['enjul]. For u: aw ok; for I: al ok.


http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/people/hayes/103/EnglishTranscriptionPractice/
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45. (nonsense word; compare with macular above)

neuron (1st version)
neuron (2nd version)
bother

idolatry

delivery (1st version)
delivery (2nd version)
pally (“acting likeapa”)
Pali (ancient language of India)
Pauley (athletic pavilion)
plasticity (1st version)
plasticity (2nd version)
uranium (1st version)
uranium (2nd version)
ye

E

W00

ooh

quarter (1st version)
quarter (2nd version)
(nonsense word)
(nonsense word)
(nonsense word)
(nonsense word)
(nonsense word)
(nonsense word)
(nonsense word)
(nonsense word)

['ne-an]
['njoan]
['bada]
[aj'dalatf1i]
[do'ltvii]
[do'livari]
['peeli]
['pali]
['poli]
[plaes'tisori]
[pla'stisori]
[jo'gjniom]
[ju'xginiom]
[ii]

[i]

[wul

(U]

['koira]
['kwouira]
[plow'talik]

['mowkjalopo]
['mowkjalo pa]

[osofo'01pa]
['kmakp]

[vaiow'lumiom]

['skesks]
[ ugj'sjow]
['meekjala]



